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Bangladesh proposes new regional
connectivity initiatives to India

bdnews24 | 22nd October

Bangladesh has proposed new regional
connectivity initiatives to India at the
fourth Joint Consultative Commission
meeting led by two foreign ministers.
After the meeting on Sunday, Foreign
Minister AH Mahmood Ali in his
statement said India agreed to
“positively consider” these proposals.
He praised India as the “most
important, trusted and friendly”
neighbour. His Indian counterpart
Sushma Swaraj said both countries
achieved “a great deal, only because of
the friendship between us and our
understanding that neighbours must
help each other.

Pakistan negotiating terms for

purchase of T-129 attack helicopter

Sri Lanka PM says those

who spread false rumors on

from Turkey
The Nation | 22nd October

Prime Minister Shahid Khaqan
Abbasi, while talking to Pakistani and
Turkish media after taking test-flight
of Turkish attack helicopter T-129 has
said Turkish Defence production
industry is one of the best in the world
and second to none. He lauded the
Turkish aviation industry as well as
Turkish President Recep Tayyip
Erdogan for such achievements in the
defence production.

proposed constitution

attempt to destabilize the

country
Colombo Page|22nd October

Sri Lanka's Prime Minister
Ranil Wickremesinghe says
those who spread false rumors
about the proposed
constitution aim to destabilize
the country when no draft
constitution has been
prepared yet.

AFGHANISTAN

Deadly infighting among Taliban leaves 50 dead, wounded in Herat

Khaama Press| 22nd October

A new deadly infighting has erupted among the Taliban insurgents in western Herat province of Afghanistan,
leaving nearly 50 people dead. According to the local officials in Herat, the latest clashes took place between the
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supporters of Taliban supreme Mullah Hebatullah Akhundzada and dissident Taliban leader Mullah Mohammad

Rasool. Provincial governor’s spokesman Jilani Farhad confirmed the latest clashes have left around 40 dead from
both the sides.

Pakistan Calls for Concerted Efforts Against Terror

Daily Outlook Afghanistan| 23rd October

The government of Pakistan in reaction to the suicide bombing on army cadets in Kabul has called for concerted
efforts among states to eliminate the menace of terrorism.“Pakistan strongly condemns the terrorist attack near
military Academy in Kabul. We are grieved at the loss of precious lives in this dreadful terrorist act and convey our
deepest condolences and sympathies with the bereaved families who have lost their loved ones. We also pray for
the speedy recovery of the injured,” the ministry of foreign affairs of Pakistan said in a statement.

Senators Call for ‘Prompt Execution’ of Anas Haqgani, Imprisoned Militants

Daily Outlook Afghanistan| 23rd October

Afghan senators on Sunday called for “prompt execution” of Anas Haqqani and other imprisoned militants, as
violence has been sharpened in the country since last week. In order to improve the current security situation, the
government should take practical steps, the senators said. Adding that the prisoners of the militant groups should
be “executed” in revenge for innocent lives that died in flames of recent deadly attacks.

BANGLADESH

BNP chief Khaleda discusses 'election issues' with India's Sushma Swaraj

bdnews24 | 23rd October

Khaleda Zia has spoken about the 'problems' facing the BNP surrounding Bangladesh's next parliamentary
election at a meeting with Indian External Affairs Minister Sushma Swaraj. The top Indian diplomat has hoped all
the political parties would take part in the election after hearing Khaleda’s statement, BNP Secretary General
Mirza Fakhrul Islam told reporters. After the around 45-minute meeting at the Sonargaon Hotel from 8pm on
Sunday, Fakhrul told the media: “The BNP chairperson has discussed the current state of the country’s politics.
She has discussed the next election and the problems involving it."

India wants return of Myanmar nationals from Bangladesh as Dhaka pushes for solution
bdnews24 | 22nd October

India finds a solution to the Rohingya crisis in their return to Myanmar's Rakhine state as Bangladesh wants New
Delhi to exert more pressure for a peaceful solution. “Normalcy will only be restored with the return of the
displaced persons to Rakhine state,” India’s External Affairs Minister Sushma Swaraj said in a press conference
with her counterpart AH Mahmood Ali in Dhaka after the bilateral meeting. She did not use the word Rohingya to
name those tens of thousands of ethnic minorities who faced ‘ethnic cleansing’ in their homeland and took shelter
in Bangladesh, instead she termed them as displaced persons from the Rakhine state.

Dhaka Bank foreign trade business hits $2.0 billion-mark

The Financial Express | 23rd October

Dhaka Bank Limited achieved the milestone of US$2.0 billion (both import and export) in foreign trade business.
In this connection, Central Processing Center (CPC) of the Bank celebrated the occasion through an event at
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Banani Club recently. Managing Director & CEO of the Bank Mr. Syed Mahbubur Rahman was present on the
occasion.

BHUTAN

PM visits Lhuentse

KuenselOnline | 21st October

Lyonchhen Tshering Tobgay began his gewog tours in Lhuentse dzongkhag yesterday with Kurtoe.A resident of
Tabe chiwog, Tenzin Dhendup raised concerns on how the gewog budget was spent and its benefit to the public.
He suggested that the government study the impact of the allocated fund.He also said that due to empty
households, human wildlife conflict has increased affecting the livelihoods of farmers. “The government should
look into this matter,” he said.Lyonchhen said that because of the gewog budget spent on blacktopped roads and
building farm roads, development occurs in a community. With access enhanced, sick people can get healthcare
from Basic Health Unit as well as send their children to school.He said that it is the government’s responsibility to
provide basic services like allocation of budget. Human wildlife conflict, he said, could be addressed if villagers
use electric fencing. The power tillers have benefitted more than 60 households in the gewog so far and that two
more will be provided.

MALDIVES

Bill submitted to dissolve MMC and BroadCom, form Media Commission

Sun Online | 22nd October

Ruling Progressive Party of Maldives (PPM) has submitted a bill to the People’s Majlis, proposing to dissolve
Maldives Media Council (MMC) and Maldives Broadcasting Commission (BroadCom), and form a Media
Commission in place. The bill was submitted to the People’s Majlis this Sunday by PPM amid debate over the
overlap of responsibilities of MMC and BroadCom, and the need for a more effective mechanism to monitor the
media. The Attorney General’s Office has discussed the bill with some of the relevant institutions before
submitting it to the People’s Majlis.

MYANMAR

How EuroCham Myanmar helps Myanmar’s economy

Mizzima | 21st October

Filip A. Lauwerysen is the Executive Director at the newly established EuroCham Myanmar (European Chamber
of Commerce in Myanmar) since September 2015. Mr Lauwerysen is a Dutchman who graduated from Leiden
University in the Netherlands with a Bachelor and Master of Arts in History, specialised in European globalisation
(mainly in Asia)The European Chamber of Commerce in Myanmar is similar to the other Euro Chamber of
Commerce. We are part of the network of 33 chambers of commerce actively cooperating in 33 countries. So we
are part of an extensive network. We are here to help European business enter Myanmar, and we try to do that by
engaging with the government regarding policy recommendations how to improve the business climate, how to
make the structure of changes to make Myanmar a more attractive investment destination.

UMFCCI commits to helping government’s Rakhine development
Mizzima | 22nd October

The Union of Myanmar Federation of Chamber of Commerce and Industry (UMFCCI) announced October 21 that
it was setting up Nine Private Sector Task Forces for taking part in the Myanmar government’s UEHRD
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Project.Nine Task Forces formed will help the work of resettlement and development in Rakhine State in the
sectors concerned with each task force by pooling all resources of the private sector, the UMFCCI said in a press
release.The meeting held on Saturday and attended by Union Enterprise of Humanitarian Assistance,
Resettlement ad Development (UEHRD) Chief Coordinator Dr. Aung Tun Thet and delegates of brethren
organizations led by UMFCCI and businesspersons, formed Nine Task Forces constituted with representatives of
organizations and businesspersons, for complementing and taking part in the UEHRD project in selected nine
sectors based on the expertise of the private sector.

NEPAL

Limited seats force heavyweights to face off each other
My Republica | 23rd October

Several political heavyweights look set to face each other in the first phase of parliamentary and provincial
elections adding an interesting new dimension to the polls which are shaping up to be a fierce competition
between leftist and rightist forces. The first phase of elections being held in 32 districts on November 26, will elect
37 representatives for national assembly and 74 representatives for provincial assemblies.

China South Asia Expo in Kathmandu on Nov 2-5

My Republica | 23rd October

Yunnan International Exposition Affairs Bureau and Nepal-China Executives Council have announced to organize
the China-South Asia Expo in Kathmandu from November 2 through 5. This is the first time the expo is being held
outside China.The exhibition showcasing goods from China and South Asian countries used to be organized in
Kunming of China only.

Joint panel to implement Nepal-Jordan deal

Rastriya Samachar Samiti / The Kathmandu Post | 23rd October

A joint technical committee comprising joint secretaries of Nepal and Jordan is being formed for the
implementation of labour agreement between the two countries. A press release issued today by the Ministry of
Labour states that the committee will hold discussion on the issues concerning Nepali migrant workers in Jordan.
Arrangement has also been made to hold the committee’s meeting once a year.

Use of election symbol prints banned

Himalayan News Service / The Himalayan Times | 23rd October

The Election Commission today prohibited production, distribution and use of caps, T-shirts, bags and shawls
with election symbols printed on them. Tattoo display of election symbols is also prohibited.

PAKISTAN

Chinese Embassy warns Interior Ministry of possible 'threat' to ambassador
DAWN | 22nd October

The Chinese Embassy has alleged that a member of the terrorist network East Turkestan Islamic Movement has
"sneaked into Pakistan" and poses a threat to Chinese Ambassador Sun Weidong. This information was shared in
a letter that was leaked to the media on Saturday. When contacted by Dawn.com, the embassy and the Interior
Ministry refused to comment on the letter, neither refuting nor verifying its authenticity.
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Sharifs twice planned my murder: Zardari

DAWN | 22nd October

Former president Asif Ali Zardari on Saturday said he would not shake hand with the Sharif brothers this time
round, alleging they twice planned his murder in the past. “The Sharif brothers twice planned my murder in
captivity in 1990s...but by God’s will they could not succeed,” Mr Zardari was quoted as having said by PPP
information secretary Chaudhry Manzoor.

SRI LANKA

Japanese Foreign Minister's Commendation 2017 awarded to three Sri Lankans
Colombo Page|23rd October

The Japanese Foreign Minister's Commendations was awarded to Ms. Punnyakante Wijenaike, Professor Carlo
Fonseka and Mr. Punchi Banda Munasinghe, by Ambassador of Japan to Sri Lanka Kenichi Suganuma at a special
ceremony held on 19th October, 2017 at the Ambassador's residence in Colombo. Ms. Punnyakante Wijenaike,
one of the most successful writers in Sri Lanka was appointed Committee member of the Japan Sri Lanka
Friendship Cultural Fund Awards Committee in 1997. Until her retirement in 2016, she participated in almost
every Committee meeting and always provided constructive opinion on how the Cultural Fund should be
managed, based on her broad knowledge about art.

Purpose of devolution is not to strengthen politicians but people - President
Colombo Page|21st October
Sri Lanka's President Maithripala Sirisena says that the devolution of power should not be carried out in the
interest of politicians but it should be dedicated to strengthen the people and fulfill their needs. The aim of
decentralization of power is to equally hand over the benefits of development to each citizen and to create an
environment for each person to live in a just society, the President said addressing the concluding ceremony of the
"Nila Mehewara" President's official people service program in Vavuniya district. Devolution of power should
never divide or separate the country, the President emphasized.
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Bangladesh proposes new regional
connectivity initiatives to India

bdnews24 | 22nd October

Bangladesh has proposed new regional
connectivity initiatives to India at the
fourth Joint Consultative Commission
meeting led by two foreign ministers.
After the meeting on Sunday, Foreign
Minister AH Mahmood Ali in his
statement said India agreed to
“positively consider” these proposals.
He praised India as the “most
important, trusted and friendly”
neighbour. His Indian counterpart
Sushma Swaraj said both countries
achieved “a great deal, only because of
the friendship between us and our
understanding that neighbours must
help each other.

Pakistan negotiating terms for

purchase of T-129 attack helicopter

Sri Lanka PM says those

who spread false rumors on

from Turkey
The Nation | 22nd October

Prime Minister Shahid Khagan
Abbasi, while talking to Pakistani and
Turkish media after taking test-flight
of Turkish attack helicopter T-129 has
said Turkish Defence production
industry is one of the best in the world
and second to none. He lauded the
Turkish aviation industry as well as
Turkish President Recep Tayyip
Erdogan for such achievements in the
defence production.

proposed constitution

attempt to destabilize the

country
Colombo Page|22nd October

Sri Lanka's Prime Minister
Ranil Wickremesinghe says
those who spread false rumors
about the proposed
constitution aim to destabilize
the country when no draft
constitution has been
prepared yet.

AFGHANISTAN

Deadly infighting among Taliban leaves 50 dead, wounded in Herat

Khaama Press| 22nd October

A new deadly infighting has erupted among the Taliban insurgents in western Herat province of Afghanistan,
leaving nearly 50 people dead. According to the local officials in Herat, the latest clashes took place between the
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supporters of Taliban supreme Mullah Hebatullah Akhundzada and dissident Taliban leader Mullah Mohammad
Rasool. Provincial governor’s spokesman Jilani Farhad confirmed the latest clashes have left around 40 dead from
both the sides.

Pakistan Calls for Concerted Efforts Against Terror

Daily Outlook Afghanistan| 23rd October

The government of Pakistan in reaction to the suicide bombing on army cadets in Kabul has called for concerted
efforts among states to eliminate the menace of terrorism.“Pakistan strongly condemns the terrorist attack near
military Academy in Kabul. We are grieved at the loss of precious lives in this dreadful terrorist act and convey our
deepest condolences and sympathies with the bereaved families who have lost their loved ones. We also pray for
the speedy recovery of the injured,” the ministry of foreign affairs of Pakistan said in a statement.

Senators Call for ‘Prompt Execution’ of Anas Haqgani, Imprisoned Militants

Daily Outlook Afghanistan| 23rd October

Afghan senators on Sunday called for “prompt execution” of Anas Haqqani and other imprisoned militants, as
violence has been sharpened in the country since last week. In order to improve the current security situation, the
government should take practical steps, the senators said. Adding that the prisoners of the militant groups should
be “executed” in revenge for innocent lives that died in flames of recent deadly attacks.

BANGLADESH

BNP chief Khaleda discusses 'election issues' with India's Sushma Swaraj

bdnews24 | 23rd October

Khaleda Zia has spoken about the 'problems' facing the BNP surrounding Bangladesh's next parliamentary
election at a meeting with Indian External Affairs Minister Sushma Swaraj. The top Indian diplomat has hoped all
the political parties would take part in the election after hearing Khaleda’s statement, BNP Secretary General
Mirza Fakhrul Islam told reporters. After the around 45-minute meeting at the Sonargaon Hotel from 8pm on
Sunday, Fakhrul told the media: “The BNP chairperson has discussed the current state of the country’s politics.
She has discussed the next election and the problems involving it."

India wants return of Myanmar nationals from Bangladesh as Dhaka pushes for solution
bdnews24 | 22nd October

India finds a solution to the Rohingya crisis in their return to Myanmar's Rakhine state as Bangladesh wants New
Delhi to exert more pressure for a peaceful solution. “Normalcy will only be restored with the return of the
displaced persons to Rakhine state,” India’s External Affairs Minister Sushma Swaraj said in a press conference
with her counterpart AH Mahmood Ali in Dhaka after the bilateral meeting. She did not use the word Rohingya to
name those tens of thousands of ethnic minorities who faced ‘ethnic cleansing’ in their homeland and took shelter
in Bangladesh, instead she termed them as displaced persons from the Rakhine state.

Dhaka Bank foreign trade business hits $2.0 billion-mark

The Financial Express | 23rd October

Dhaka Bank Limited achieved the milestone of US$2.0 billion (both import and export) in foreign trade business.
In this connection, Central Processing Center (CPC) of the Bank celebrated the occasion through an event at
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Banani Club recently. Managing Director & CEO of the Bank Mr. Syed Mahbubur Rahman was present on the
occasion.

BHUTAN

PM visits Lhuentse

KuenselOnline | 21st October

Lyonchhen Tshering Tobgay began his gewog tours in Lhuentse dzongkhag yesterday with Kurtoe.A resident of
Tabe chiwog, Tenzin Dhendup raised concerns on how the gewog budget was spent and its benefit to the public.
He suggested that the government study the impact of the allocated fund.He also said that due to empty
households, human wildlife conflict has increased affecting the livelihoods of farmers. “The government should
look into this matter,” he said.Lyonchhen said that because of the gewog budget spent on blacktopped roads and
building farm roads, development occurs in a community. With access enhanced, sick people can get healthcare
from Basic Health Unit as well as send their children to school.He said that it is the government’s responsibility to
provide basic services like allocation of budget. Human wildlife conflict, he said, could be addressed if villagers
use electric fencing. The power tillers have benefitted more than 60 households in the gewog so far and that two
more will be provided.

MALDIVES

Bill submitted to dissolve MMC and BroadCom, form Media Commission

Sun Online | 22nd October

Ruling Progressive Party of Maldives (PPM) has submitted a bill to the People’s Majlis, proposing to dissolve
Maldives Media Council (MMC) and Maldives Broadcasting Commission (BroadCom), and form a Media
Commission in place. The bill was submitted to the People’s Majlis this Sunday by PPM amid debate over the
overlap of responsibilities of MMC and BroadCom, and the need for a more effective mechanism to monitor the
media. The Attorney General’s Office has discussed the bill with some of the relevant institutions before
submitting it to the People’s Majlis.

MYANMAR

How EuroCham Myanmar helps Myanmar’s economy

Mizzima | 21st October

Filip A. Lauwerysen is the Executive Director at the newly established EuroCham Myanmar (European Chamber
of Commerce in Myanmar) since September 2015. Mr Lauwerysen is a Dutchman who graduated from Leiden
University in the Netherlands with a Bachelor and Master of Arts in History, specialised in European globalisation
(mainly in Asia)The European Chamber of Commerce in Myanmar is similar to the other Euro Chamber of
Commerce. We are part of the network of 33 chambers of commerce actively cooperating in 33 countries. So we
are part of an extensive network. We are here to help European business enter Myanmar, and we try to do that by
engaging with the government regarding policy recommendations how to improve the business climate, how to
make the structure of changes to make Myanmar a more attractive investment destination.

UMFCCI commits to helping government’s Rakhine development
Mizzima | 22nd October

The Union of Myanmar Federation of Chamber of Commerce and Industry (UMFCCI) announced October 21 that
it was setting up Nine Private Sector Task Forces for taking part in the Myanmar government’s UEHRD
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Project.Nine Task Forces formed will help the work of resettlement and development in Rakhine State in the
sectors concerned with each task force by pooling all resources of the private sector, the UMFCCI said in a press
release.The meeting held on Saturday and attended by Union Enterprise of Humanitarian Assistance,
Resettlement ad Development (UEHRD) Chief Coordinator Dr. Aung Tun Thet and delegates of brethren
organizations led by UMFCCI and businesspersons, formed Nine Task Forces constituted with representatives of
organizations and businesspersons, for complementing and taking part in the UEHRD project in selected nine
sectors based on the expertise of the private sector.

NEPAL

Limited seats force heavyweights to face off each other
My Republica | 23rd October

Several political heavyweights look set to face each other in the first phase of parliamentary and provincial
elections adding an interesting new dimension to the polls which are shaping up to be a fierce competition
between leftist and rightist forces. The first phase of elections being held in 32 districts on November 26, will elect
37 representatives for national assembly and 74 representatives for provincial assemblies.

China South Asia Expo in Kathmandu on Nov 2-5

My Republica | 23rd October

Yunnan International Exposition Affairs Bureau and Nepal-China Executives Council have announced to organize
the China-South Asia Expo in Kathmandu from November 2 through 5. This is the first time the expo is being held
outside China.The exhibition showcasing goods from China and South Asian countries used to be organized in
Kunming of China only.

Joint panel to implement Nepal-Jordan deal

Rastriya Samachar Samiti / The Kathmandu Post | 23rd October

A joint technical committee comprising joint secretaries of Nepal and Jordan is being formed for the
implementation of labour agreement between the two countries. A press release issued today by the Ministry of
Labour states that the committee will hold discussion on the issues concerning Nepali migrant workers in Jordan.
Arrangement has also been made to hold the committee’s meeting once a year.

Use of election symbol prints banned

Himalayan News Service / The Himalayan Times | 23rd October

The Election Commission today prohibited production, distribution and use of caps, T-shirts, bags and shawls
with election symbols printed on them. Tattoo display of election symbols is also prohibited.

PAKISTAN

Chinese Embassy warns Interior Ministry of possible 'threat' to ambassador
DAWN | 22nd October

The Chinese Embassy has alleged that a member of the terrorist network East Turkestan Islamic Movement has
"sneaked into Pakistan" and poses a threat to Chinese Ambassador Sun Weidong. This information was shared in
a letter that was leaked to the media on Saturday. When contacted by Dawn.com, the embassy and the Interior
Ministry refused to comment on the letter, neither refuting nor verifying its authenticity.
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Sharifs twice planned my murder: Zardari
DAWN | 22nd October

Former president Asif Ali Zardari on Saturday said he would not shake hand with the Sharif brothers this time
round, alleging they twice planned his murder in the past. “The Sharif brothers twice planned my murder in
captivity in 1990s...but by God’s will they could not succeed,” Mr Zardari was quoted as having said by PPP
information secretary Chaudhry Manzoor.

SRI LANKA

Japanese Foreign Minister's Commendation 2017 awarded to three Sri Lankans
Colombo Page|23rd October

The Japanese Foreign Minister's Commendations was awarded to Ms. Punnyakante Wijenaike, Professor Carlo
Fonseka and Mr. Punchi Banda Munasinghe, by Ambassador of Japan to Sri Lanka Kenichi Suganuma at a special
ceremony held on 19th October, 2017 at the Ambassador's residence in Colombo. Ms. Punnyakante Wijenaike,
one of the most successful writers in Sri Lanka was appointed Committee member of the Japan Sri Lanka
Friendship Cultural Fund Awards Committee in 1997. Until her retirement in 2016, she participated in almost
every Committee meeting and always provided constructive opinion on how the Cultural Fund should be
managed, based on her broad knowledge about art.

Purpose of devolution is not to strengthen politicians but people - President
Colombo Page|21st October
Sri Lanka's President Maithripala Sirisena says that the devolution of power should not be carried out in the
interest of politicians but it should be dedicated to strengthen the people and fulfill their needs. The aim of
decentralization of power is to equally hand over the benefits of development to each citizen and to create an
environment for each person to live in a just society, the President said addressing the concluding ceremony of the
"Nila Mehewara" President's official people service program in Vavuniya district. Devolution of power should
never divide or separate the country, the President emphasized.
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About Ananta Aspen Centre

Ananta Aspen Centre is an independent and not-for-profit organisation that seeks to foster positive change in
society through dissemination of knowledge. The Centre facilitates discussions on issues of international
significance, values-based leadership and cross-sector outreach by engaging the civil society, government,
private sector, and other key stakeholders.

To know more, Please log on to  www.anantaaspencentre.in
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