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FEATURED INITIATIVE 

Bajaj Fellow Srikumar Misra named McNulty Laureate 2019 for his 
disruptive work with the marginalized farmers of Odisha 

 
 

Global executive turned entrepreneur Srikumar Misra (Class 4), Founder and CEO, Milk Mantra is 

transforming the livelihood experience for rural farmers in Eastern India with ethical sourcing. He is also 

disrupting India’s large dairy market with a socially conscious and product innovation led business 

model. This is his Kamalnayan Bajaj Fellowship venture for which he has been nominated as 2019 McNulty 

Laureate.   

Srikumar's venture reflects the wisdom of the old saying - give a farmer a cow and he will never go hungry. 

He set up Milk Mantra in 2009 to strengthen small-scale dairy farming among the marginal farmers in 

Odisha; one of the poorest states in India with per-capita GDP about 40% lower than India’s average. A 

significant proportion of these marginal farmers in are dependent on low margin rice cultivation that doesn't 

yield regular income. Dairy is probably one of the only sectors that has quick impact and also the ability to 

transform the socio-economic situation in rural areas in the long term.  

More than 20,000 farmers from coastal Odisha are already part of Milk Mantra's ethical milk sourcing, 

covering more than 500 villages. The venture's extension services such as loans and veterinary inputs 

have helped the farmers increase their dairy income by 57%. State of the art logistics and world class dairy 

facilities has helped Milk Mantra spawn Odisha's much loved dairy brand -Milky Moo. From milk, curd, 

cottage cheese to delicious milkshakes, there's now a bit of moo in every home in Odisha. 

 

JULY 2019 



 

Catalysing happy childhoods: How Anil's unique initiative is using 

music to promote education in Tamil Nadu 

 

Anil Srinivasan (Class 6), believes music can help make a children more aware, expressive and better 

able to comprehend the world.  This belief led him to create Rhapsody Music Education an initiative that 

takes music to children through an integrated approach within and outside the school curriculum. It 

methodology helps a child become a better learner at school and contributes to her holistic growth and 

development. 

  
Rhapsody children get exposed to multiple genres of music in multimodal learning styles thanks to 

specialised trainers and critically acclaimed syllabus. It currently reaches nearly 3,50,000 children, through 

various initiatives, in South India. Over a hundred schools in Tamil Nadu have adopted the curriculum and 

it is helping children from pre-kg upwards to connect music not just to education but also to happiness and 

wellbeing.  

 

TAKING THE LEAD 

The hunger for change: Abheek steers the conversation at Banyan Tree 
Dinner Kolkata  

 

  



 

Nineteen young  leaders brought their personal life experiences to the table at the Banyan Tree Dinner, 

in Kolkata. Abheek Singhi (Class 4), Senior Partner & Managing Director- Asia-Pacific Leader, 

Consumer and Retail Practice, Boston Consulting Group, Mumbai ensured that quality conversation kept 

flowing. 

In search of a good society: Manoj, James and Sejal moderate the 
Aspen Seminar for the seventh cohort of Kamalnayan Bajaj 
Fellowship    

 
  

The Aspen Seminar of the Kamalnayan Bajaj Fellowship was held at Kovalam from 30th April to 6 May 

2019. The seminar was moderated by James Abraham (Class 3), Founder & Director, SolarArise; 

Manoj Kumar (Class 2), CEO, Naandi Foundation and Sejal Shah Gulati (Class 5), Co-Founder, 

SonderConenct; General Manager& Vice President of the Global Commercial Services Marketing Hub 

at American. The class was encouraged to reflect on the concept of a good society, the values important 

to it and the role of leaders in shaping such a society. The participants also put Sophocles’ Antigone; 

which has been a part of Aspen seminars around the world for over half a century.  

GP Birla Fellowship for Women Leaders: Reshma and Sameer guide 

the second group of exceptional young women leaders   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

The second Class of GP Birla Fellowship for Women Leaders was announced in April 2019. 19 

exceptional young women completed their first seminar The Challenge of Leadership at Taj 

Surajkund. The moderators  Reshma Anand (Class 2), CEO, Hindustan Unilever Foundation and 

Sameer Walia (Class 4), Founder & Chief Executive, Ripples of Hope saw them off on their journey 

towards self-discovery. 

 

 

Hasina speaks and Aditya moderates The Woman Speaks session on 

Education and Vocational Skilling for Women: Challenges and 

Opportunities  

 

 
 

Hasina Kharbhih (Class 3), Founder Managing Director (MD) Impulse Social Enterprises Pvt. Ltd 

brought an interesting perspective to the session on skilling under the Centre's The Woman Speaks 

series. She tabled the need for skilling to be region as well as level specific because not everyone needs 

to begin at level zero. 

  

She talked about her model of skilling, under which she works with women from tribes with existing skill 

traditions like weaving. The organisation ensures that the motifs stay true to the tribe's traditional patterns 

thereby not upsetting the applecart. The distribution of raw material has also been centralised and the 

organization has joined hands with Amazon Saheli to market the products.  

  

The model also allows women to work according to their convenience. The model has Master Artisans, 

who are highly skilled women from the community.  They go into the homes of other women and check 

whether any kind of upgrade in the quality is required. They also help skill other women. The model is a 

rounded one as it looks into providing the raw material, the skill and the market.   

 

 

 



 

Bajaj Fellows make time for The Shri Ram Ananta Aspen Leadership 

School 2019   

    

   

 

 

The eight edition of The Shri Ram Ananta Aspen Leadership School was held in May at Rishikesh.  Seven 

Bajaj Fellows matched wits with 72 high schoolers over Socratic Dialogue– James Abraham (Class 3), 

Sudha Iyer (Class 1), Amitav Virmani (Class 3), Aradhana Mahna (Class 4), Vinati Kastia (Class 6), 

Arun Padmanabhan (Class 3) and Rahul Mirchandani (Class 4) helped the children take their first 

steps on the path of contemplation and critical thinking. 

 

Finding the road to a better world: Socrates and Shankar guide the 4th 

Class of Emerging Leaders Fellowship on the road to introspection 

 

 
 

Shankar Vanavarayar (Class 5), President of Kumaraguru College of Technology and President of 

Suddha Sanmarga Nilayam Institutions took the lead for 4th Edition of Emerging Leaders Fellowship 

which was held in Coimbatore. Shankar engaged the bright group of 20 youngsters in global readings 

which set the context for discussions around building a better society and nation. This fellowship is an 

initiative of the Class 5 of Kamalnayan Bajaj Fellowship.  

 

 



 

Moderator, train thyself: James conducts the second moderator 

workshop  

 
 

James Abraham (Class 3), Founder & Director, SolarArise conducted the 2nd Moderator training 

workshop for 12 participants. These were education professionals, Bajaj Fellows and Ananta Leaders 

Fellow.  

 

Rajan and Umang speak at The Growth Net Summit 2019 
 

  
 

The Growth Summit, is an international economic meet convened by Ananta Centre to facilitate 

constructive conversations on the market realities of the new economy and its implications for emerging 

markets.  The umbrella theme for the June 2019 edition was Innovating our ways amidst structural 

disruptions.   

  
Rajan Navani (Class 3), Managing Director, Jetline group of Companies was part of the panel on Up-and-

coming startups: Strategic for upping the game. The discussion revolved around what was required from 

start-ups to go beyond the take-off phase and successfully meet the challenges waiting for them to achieve 

a sustainable and expanding presence in the market. Umang Bedi (Class 7), President & CEO, Dailyhunt 

was part of session on Leveraging technology to create new markets and business opportunities in 

Emerging Countries.    

 



 

Govind and Aditya speak at the session on 'Are we cyberSecure 

enough?' 

 
 

Aditya Vikram Somani (Class 4), Director, White Knight Construction, Govind Ethiraj (Class 2), 

Founder, BOOM and IndiaSpend and Dr. Patrick Gallagher, Chancellor, University of Pittsburgh were a 

part of a session on cybersecurity, organised by Ananta Centre. They discussed the role of an effective 

partnership between the public and private sectors in handling cyber-criminal activities effectively and how 

citizens are impacted and what role, if any, they can play. 

 

Indrani engages students in foreign policy 

 

 

 

 

Indrani Bagchi (Class 3), Diplomatic Editor, 

Times of India, spoke at the SAI International 

College of Commerce, Bhubaneshwar, on 

Pulwama Terror Attack and India’s Foreign Policy. 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

REUNIONS 
 

 

 
 

Prasad (Class 7) hosted a dinner at his residence. All the Mumbai-based Bajaj Fellows were invited. 

 

 

 
 

Prasad, Ajay and Aarti of the seventh cohort, organised a Araku Coffee tasting session with Manoj Kumar 

(Class 2).  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

IN THE NEWS 
 

Shahrukh Khan will play the role of Amitabh Yash (Class 6), Inspector General of Police, Special Task 

Force 

 

 
 

Rajan Navani (Class 3), Managing Director, Jetline Group of Companies 

Exhibit Magazine  March Issue 

  

Sanjay Jaju (Class 1), Joint Secretary (DIP), Ministry of Defence,Government of India 

To boost defence exports, govt to launch 'open general export scheme' in a month  

Economic Times | 17 June  

  

Pranshu Singhal (Class7), Founder and Director, Karo Sambhav   

Leading the fight against e-waste 

India Today | 2 June 

  

Govind Ethiraj (Class 1), Founder, BOOM and IndiaSpend 

How 11 People Are Trying to Stop Fake News in the World’s Largest Election 

Bloomberg | 22 April 

  

Meher Pudumjee (Class 2), Chairperson, Thermax Limited 

BW Most Influential Woman Of India: Meher Pudumjee, Chairperson, Thermax Ltd 

Business World | 4 July 

  

Gauam Trivedi (Class 2), Co-Founder & Managing Partner, Nepean Capital 

IT increasingly becoming a trading play: Gautam Trivedi, Nepean Capital  

ET Now | 12 April 

  

https://hindi.timesnownews.com/bollywood/bollywood/article/shah-rukh-may-play-role-of-ips-amitabh-yash-in-the-film-based-on-dadua-encounter/452674
https://hindi.timesnownews.com/bollywood/bollywood/article/shah-rukh-may-play-role-of-ips-amitabh-yash-in-the-film-based-on-dadua-encounter/452674
https://exhibitmag.com/rajan-navani/
https://economictimes.indiatimes.com/news/defence/to-boost-defence-exports-govt-to-launch-open-general-export-scheme-in-a-month-official/articleshow/69831769.cms
https://www.indiatoday.in/mail-today/story/leading-the-fight-against-e-waste-1540563-2019-06-02
https://www.bloomberg.com/news/articles/2019-04-21/facebook-has-assembled-a-small-army-of-fact-checkers-too-small
http://www.businessworld.in/article/BW-Most-Influential-Woman-Of-India-Meher-Pudumjee-Chairperson-Thermax-Ltd/07-03-2019-167863/
file:///C:/Users/ANANTA/Desktop/economictimes.indiatimes.com/markets/expert-view/it-increasingly-becoming-a-trading-play-gautam-trivedi-nepean-capital/articleshow/68845362.cm


 

 

R K Misra (Class 2) Principle Secretary, Government of India 

R.K. Misra – An Entrepreneur to a Politician: Story of a Man of Many Talents 

The Hacker Street 

  

Dhaval Udani (Class 3), Founder & CEO, danamojo.org 

Zone startups’s PItchRight concludes, 2 winners get seed funding of Rs 5 lakh each  

The News Minute | 18 April 

  

Mukund Rajan (Class 1 ), Corporate strategist, liberal thinker, and entrepreneur 

The Bro code: When the Rajan brothers banter, IQ and EQ collide! 

Brunch | May 2019 

  

Prasad Raj Dandekar (Class 7), Head, Radiation Oncology,  

Sir H. N. Reliance Foundation Hospital and Research Centre 

Seeking: Love, acceptance, and the right to live life without apologies 

Times of India | 19 May 

  

Umang Bedi (Class 7), President, Dailyhunt 

Take 5 Interview : Umang Bedi, President, Dailyhunt 

Financial Express | 24 May 

  

Tushar Agarwal (Class 7), Founder & CEO, StashFin 

Lending Startup StashFin Partners With Fullerton India In $15 Mn Deal 

Inc42 Media | 7 May 

 

Kami Vishwanathan (Class 6), Founder, Work4.0capital 

My ASU GSV experience 

Times of India | 24 April 

  

Vikram Sampath (Class 6), Author and Founder-Director Archive of Indian Music (AIM) 

Ekla Chalo Re: This ‘One-Man Army’ is Saving India’s Pre-Radio Gramophone Recordings! 

The Better India | 3 June  

  

Roopak Saluja (Class 6), Founder & Chief Executive Officer, The 120 Media Collective 

The Weekend Room: Brands, ads, marketing gimmick that matters to advertisers 

ET Brand Equity | 15 June 

  

Karma Paljor (Class 6), Co-Founder of Atvi Infotainment & Editor-in-chief, EastMojo.com 

AEMA conducts exposure tour 

The Arunachal Times | 17 June 

  

Sairee Chahal (Class 6) Founder & CEO, Sheroes 

Unpacking Sheroes plan to build global community driven Internet firm from India 

Entracker| 13 June 

  

Anil Srinivasan (Class 6), Classical Pianist 

Chennai musician to build school for kids displaced by floods 

Times of India | 3 July 

 

 

https://in.thehackerstreet.com/r-k-misra/
https://www.thenewsminute.com/article/zone-startups-s-pitchright-concludes-2-winners-get-seed-funding-rs-5-lakh-each-100267
https://www.hindustantimes.com/brunch/oh-brother-presenting-one-of-the-world-s-leading-economists-dr-raghuram-rajan-in-a-free-wheeling-chat-with-his-brother-entrepreneur-and-corporate-thought-leader-dr-mukund-rajan/story-acx5SSwHmRfgRgIr5FDtuK.html%2520%3B%2520https:/www.business-standard.com/article/companies/ex-msci-india-head-joins-esg-fund-set-up-by-former-tata-executives-119050700780_1.html
https://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/life-style/spotlight/seeking-love-acceptance-and-the-right-to-live-life-without-apologies/articleshow/69375398.cms
https://www.financialexpress.com/industry/take-5-interview-umang-bedi-president-dailyhunt/1587583/
https://inc42.com/buzz/lending-startup-stashfin-fullerton-financial-holdings/
https://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/blogs/brand-capital-nyc/my-asu-gsv-experience/
https://www.thebetterindia.com/184799/bengaluru-hero-preserving-gramophone-record-heritage-history-india/
https://brandequity.economictimes.indiatimes.com/news/marketing/the-weekend-room-brands-ads-marketing-gimmick-that-matters-to-advertisers/69796863
https://arunachaltimes.in/index.php/2019/06/17/aema-conducts-exposure-tour/
https://entrackr.com/2019/06/sheroes-plan-global-community-driven-internet-firm-india/
https://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/city/chennai/chennai-musician-to-build-school-for-kids-displaced-by-floods/articleshow/70051104.cms


 

 

IN NEW ROLES 
 

Sanjay Jayavarthanavelu (Class 1) is now the Southern Region Chairman, CII 

Karti Chidambaram (Class 1) is now Member of Parliament, Lok Sabha, Sivaganga, Tamil Nadu  

Anshul Krishnan (Class 2), is now the Managing Director, Socials Finance  

 

UPCOMING LEADERSHIP PROGRAMMES 
 

• Ananta Godrej Ideas India: 6-8 September 2019, Jodhpur, Anuj Poddar (Class 1) is the Convener 

and Govind Ethiraj (Class 1) is the co-convener. 

• Emerging Leaders Fellowship: 5th class, 14 – 19 October 2019, Wardha.  

• 3rd ASEAN India Leaders Fellowship Seminar: 15 – 19 October 2019 moderated by James 

Abraham (Class 3), Sudha Iyer (Class 1) and Sameer Walia (Class 4). 
• 2nd Seminar for Class 2 of GP Birla Fellowship for Women: 14-18 November 2019, Gurugram, 

moderated by Reshma Anand (Class 2) and Sameer Walia (Class 4).  
 

 

 


